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... a certain man was sick, named Lazarus, of Bethany, the town of Mary and
her sister Martha. 
... when Mary was come where Jesus was, and saw him, she fell down at his
feet, saying unto him, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died. 
When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews also weeping which
came with her, he groaned in the spirit, and was troubled,

For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our
infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.

Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. ...

Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord: 
And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul,
and with all thy might.

¶ And now, Israel, what doth the Lord thy God require of thee, but to fear the
Lord thy God, to walk in all his ways, and to love him, and to serve the Lord
thy God with all thy heart and with all thy soul,

... take diligent heed to do the commandment and the law, which Moses the
servant of the Lord charged you, to love the Lord your God, and to walk in all
his ways, and to keep his commandments, and to cleave unto him, and to serve
him with all your heart and with all your soul.
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And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love;
and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him. 
We love him, because he first loved us.

The Lord hath appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea, I have loved thee with an
everlasting love: therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee. 
Again I will build thee, and thou shalt be built, O virgin of Israel: thou shalt
again be adorned with thy tabrets, and shalt go forth in the dances of them that
make merry.

... A certain man had two sons: 
And the younger of them said to his father, Father, give me the portion of
goods that falleth to me. And he divided unto them his living. 
And not many days after the younger son gathered all together, and took his
journey into a far country, and there wasted his substance with riotous living. 
And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that land; and he
began to be in want. 
And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country; and he sent him
into his fields to feed swine. 
And he would fain have filled his belly with the husks that the swine did eat:
and no man gave unto him. 
And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my
father's have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! 
I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned
against heaven, and before thee, 
And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way off, his
father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed
him. 
And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy
sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy son. 
But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him;
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and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet: 
For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found. And
they began to be merry.

Turn, O backsliding children, saith the Lord; for I am married unto you: and I
will take you one of a city, and two of a family, and I will bring you to Zion:

... Turn ye unto me, saith the Lord of hosts, and I will turn unto you, saith the
Lord of hosts.

    Christianity causes men to turn naturally from matter
to Spirit, as the flower turns from darkness to light.
Man then appropriates those things which “eye hath
not seen nor ear heard.” Paul and John
had a clear apprehension that, as mortal man
achieves no worldly honors except by sacrifice,
so he must gain heavenly riches by forsaking all worldli-
ness. Then he will have nothing in common with the
worldling's affections, motives, and aims.

          If the Scientist has enough Christly affection to
win his own pardon, and such commendation as the Mag-
dalen gained from Jesus, then he is Christian enough to
practise scientifically and deal with his patients compas-
sionately; and the result will correspond with the spiritual
intent.

                                    Not having this
spiritual affection, the physician lacks faith in the divine
Mind and has not that recognition of infinite Love which
alone confers the healing power.
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                   Mortals must gravitate Godward,
their affections and aims grow spiritual, — they must near
the broader interpretations of being, and gain some proper
sense of the infinite, — in order that sin and mortality
may be put off.

    Reform comes by understanding that there is no abid-
ing pleasure in evil, and also by gaining an affection for
good according to Science, which reveals the immortal
fact that neither pleasure nor pain, appetite nor passion,
can exist in or of matter, while divine Mind can and does
destroy the false beliefs of pleasure, pain, or fear and all
the sinful appetites of the human mind.

    What we most need is the prayer of fervent desire
for growth in grace, expressed in patience, meekness,
love, and good deeds. 

      Outward worship is not of itself sufficient to
express loyal and heartfelt gratitude, since he has
said: “If ye love me, keep my commandments.” 

    Simply asking that we may love God will never
make us love Him; but the longing to be better
and holier, expressed in daily watchful-
ness and in striving to assimilate more of
the divine character, will mould and fashion us
anew, until we awake in His likeness.

                                                   We
shall obey and adore in proportion as we apprehend the
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divine nature and love Him understandingly, warring no
more over the corporeality, but rejoicing in the affluence
of our God. Religion will then be of the heart and not of
the head.

           Reason is the most active human faculty. Let
that inform the sentiments and awaken the man's dor-
mant sense of moral obligation, and by degrees he will
learn the nothingness of the pleasures of human sense
and the grandeur and bliss of a spiritual sense, which
silences the material or corporeal.

    Dost thou “love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind”?
This command includes much, even the sur-
render of all merely material sensation, affec-
tion, and worship.

        Divine Mind rightly demands man's entire obe-
dience, affection, and strength.

           Knowing this and knowing too
that one affection would be supreme in us and
take the lead in our lives, Jesus said, “No man can serve
two masters.”

    To ascertain our progress, we must learn where our
affections are placed and whom we acknowledge and
obey as God.
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    We should examine ourselves and learn what is the
affection and purpose of the heart, for in this way
only can we learn what we honestly are.

                      If we feel the aspiration, hu-
mility, gratitude, and love which our words express, —
this God accepts; and it is wise not to try to deceive
ourselves or others, for “there is nothing covered that
shall not be revealed.”

    Every pang of repentance and suffering, every effort
for reform, every good thought and deed, will help us to
understand Jesus' atonement for sin and aid
its efficacy; but if the sinner continues to pray
and repent, sin and be sorry, he has little part in the atone-
ment, — in the at-one-ment with God, — for he lacks the
practical repentance, which reforms the heart and enables
man to do the will of wisdom.

    The pains of sense are salutary, if they wrench away
false pleasurable beliefs and transplant the affections
from sense to Soul, where the creations of God are good,
“rejoicing the heart.”

    The sharp experiences of belief in the supposititious life
of matter, as well as our disappointments and ceaseless
woes, turn us like tired children to the arms
of divine Love.

                           Spiritual living
and blessedness are the only evidences, by which we can



SH 17:5  

SH 365:31  

SH 45:16 (only)  

SH 57:22  

SH 451:16  

SH 249:6–8  

SH 15:26–27  

recognize true existence and feel the unspeakable peace
which comes from an all-absorbing spiritual love.

Give us grace for to-day; feed the famished affections;

                                       The poor suf-
fering heart needs its rightful nutriment, such as peace,
patience in tribulation, and a priceless sense of the dear
Father's loving-kindness.

    Glory be to God, and peace to the struggling hearts!

    Human affection is not poured forth vainly, even
though it meet no return. Love enriches the nature, en-
larging, purifying, and elevating it. The wintry
blasts of earth may uproot the flowers of affec-
tion, and scatter them to the winds; but this severance
of fleshly ties serves to unite thought more closely to
God, for Love supports the struggling heart until it ceases
to sigh over the world and begins to unfold its wings for
heaven.

                                  If our hopes and affec-
tions are spiritual, they come from above, not from be-
neath, and they bear as of old the fruits of the Spirit.

Let us feel the divine energy of Spirit, bringing us into
newness of life and recognizing no mortal nor
material power as able to destroy.
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                                  Self-forgetfulness,
purity, and affection are constant prayers.

                      A pure affection takes form in good-
ness, but Science alone reveals the divine Principle of
goodness and demonstrates its rules.

                                                 As afore-
time, the spirit of the Christ, which taketh away the cere-
monies and doctrines of men, is not accepted until the
hearts of men are made ready for it.

    HEART. Mortal feelings, motives, affections, joys, and
sorrows.

                                            The vital part,
the heart and soul of Christian Science, is Love.

                                            In pa-
tient obedience to a patient God, let us labor to dis-
solve with the universal solvent of Love the adamant
of error, — self-will, self-justification, and self-love, —
which wars against spirituality and is the law of sin
and death.


